
 

 

 

 
FREE PRESCHOOL  
IN NSW FOR UP  
TO SIX MONTHS 

Further measures to ensure preschool and 

childcare is available to essential workers. 

• The NSW Government’s response to 
the COVID-19 coronavirus totals $8 
billion across two packages. 
 

• Parents in NSW will not have to pay 
preschool fees for up to six months 
in response to the pandemic. 
 

• A $51 million package will keep 
state-funded community and mobile 
preschools operating. 
 

• It is aimed at keeping services open, 
providing access for essential 
workers, vulnerable and 
disadvantaged children, and those 
currently enrolled. 
 

• The funding will be available to 700 
state-funded community preschools 
and 38 mobile services that provide 
care to 45,000 three to five year 
olds. 
 

• There is also support for Local 
Government early childhood services 
should they not be eligible for 
Australian Government support. 

The NSW Government is providing 

$51 million in funding support to 

ensure parents in NSW will not 

have to pay preschool fees for up 

to six months in response to the 

COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic.  

Start Strong funded community 

preschools and mobile preschools 

on contract with the Department of 

Education will have the opportunity 

to opt-in to the initiative. 

The funding will be available to 

700 state-funded community 

preschools and 38 mobile services 

that provide care to 45,000 three to 

five year olds.  

This will maintain the viability of 

the community preschool sector, 

support the retention of the 

workforce and provide relief in cost 

of living pressures to NSW families 

by making community and mobile 

preschool free for families in NSW 

for up to six months (Terms 2 and 

3). 

FUNDING CONDITIONS 

Services must retain their staff, 

remain open and available unless 

on public health advice, for other 

health and safety reasons or 

where directed to close by the 

Regulatory Authority, must 

prioritise access for essential 

workers, vulnerable and 

disadvantaged children and those 

currently enrolled, and encourage 

children to remain enrolled even 

when not attending and provide 

outreach including ‘distance 

education’ to these children where 

possible. 

The additional funding will provide 

a replacement up to a reasonable 

level of fees using 2019 enrolment 

and fee data as a benchmark, and 

may be used for operational costs 

of the preschool that prioritise fee 

relief for families or staff wages to 

enable retention of the workforce. 

OTHER INCLUSIONS 

This initiative also provides up to 

$82 million in state support for 

Local Government early childhood 

services should they not be eligible 

for the Australian Government’s 

JobKeeper program or other 

additional support from the 

Australian Government above the 

50 per cent fee replacement 

program. 

This additional state funding is 

primarily focused on council-

operated Long Day Care services, 

Out of School Hours Care services 

(including Vacation Care). Local 

Council Preschools are primarily 

funded by the NSW Government, 

and will benefit from funding 

announced to support these 

services.  

Family Day Care educators are 

able to access assistance through 

the JobKeeper package as well as 

the Commonwealth’s Exceptional 

Circumstances Supplementary 

Payments. 
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